
Theatre I Syllabus 

Lemon Bay High School 

Mrs. Ballard-Richardson Room 6-124 

email: sarah.ballard-richardson@yourcharlotteschools.net 

website: www.lbhstheatre.net 

phone: 941-474-7702 ext. 3426 

Course Description: This course is designed for students with little or no theatre experience, and 

promotes enjoyment and appreciation for all aspects of theatre. Classwork focuses on the exploration of 

theatre literature, performance, historical and cultural connections, and technical requirements. 

Improvisation, creative dramatics, and beginning scene work are used to introduce students to acting 

and character development. Incorporation of other art forms in theatre also helps students gain 

appreciation for other art forms, such as music, dance, and visual art. 

The content of this course will include, but not be limited to, the following topics: 

 Basics 

o Stage directions 

o Theatre terms 

o Theatre etiquette 

o What is theatre/What is art? 

 Acting technique 

o Creating an ensemble 

o Character development 

o Voice and diction 

o Movement-improvisation 

 Theatre history 

o Classical (Greek/Roman) 

o Renaissance (Shakespeare, Commedia Del’ Arte) 

o Japanese Theatre (Noh, Bunraku, Kabuki) 

 Script analysis 

 Audition techniques 

 Scene/monologue work 

 Playwriting 

 Scenic design & Front of House 

Supplies: 

-a one-subject composition notebook 

-folder with pockets 

-pencils with erasers  

-highlighters 

 

mailto:sarah.ballard-richardson@yourcharlotteschools.net
http://www.lbhstheatre.net/


Manta PRIDE Expectations: 

Proactive:   You do not have control over everything that happens, but you DO have 100% control over how you respond to things. 
Gossip and backstage “drama” can ruin the experience for all. Please leave your personal life at the door. Theatre is a collaborative 
art. Everyone has an important part to “play” in its success. Encouraging and supporting one another is imperative.  Negative or 
derogatory comments in person or on social media are grounds for immediate discipline, and possible removal from participation in 
productions. Be prepared with your materials each day, get your journal notebook and be ready to begin when the bell rings. 
 

Responsible:  To people: Treat your fellow classmates/performers with respect. Critiques should be helpful not hurtful. Please take 
notes with open ego. No part makes you more or less important. Treat everyone like they matter, because they do. To Places & 
Things: No food, drinks or gum in the classroom or PAC except clear water. Clean up after yourself! Don’t touch props or other 
objects that may be around the stage. Don’t sit on the set.  Keep your feet off the PAC chairs, and use the stairs when getting on and 
off the stage. 
 
Innovative: The word “innovation” comes from the Latin word “novus” meaning new!  Don’t be afraid to offer new ideas.  
Creativity is encouraged, and the classroom and stage are a safe place for you to discover your best self. 
 
Determined: This class, and acting in general, requires focus.  Cell phones and other electronic devices are prohibited, unless 

otherwise noted for use in assignments, and at the teacher’s discretion.  Decide that you will be on time for class and rehearsals, 

listen to instructions, and be respectful to those in authority.  Be prepared with your materials each day, and complete assignments 

in a timely manner.  Use the restroom in between classes. Students will not be allowed to leave class the first 20 or the last 10 

minutes of class as per Lemon Bay High School policy. 

 
Extraordinary:  Participation in class is mandatory. Always put in your absolute best effort!  If you decide to be in a production, be 

consistent in your part. A solid production requires consistency. The last audience deserves as good as a performance as the first. 

Don’t horseplay backstage or ad lib on stage. Have FUN and give your all so that you can do your best in class and on the stage! 

 
Grades: 
a. PERFORMANCES/PROJECTS (50% Total Grade)  
All work is evaluated on your own personal achievements in areas of physical and vocal growth, as well as character development. 
Students will work individually and in groups in the areas of pantomime, improvisation, script writing, scene work, monologues, 
play production, and research projects. Performance pieces require memorization. Students who choose to use a script for a 
performance that is expected to be memorized will have their project/performance grade reduced.  
b. JOURNALS (20% Total Grade)  
Students are required to provide a notebook for their daily bell work.  Each day we will have a new question that students will 
answer in their journals at the beginning of class. Entries must be in complete sentences (at least 3) with the question restated in the 
answer, and must include the date.  Below is an example of what the journal should look like if the question were “who is your 
favorite actor and why?”8/10/19 My favorite actor is _____________.  I enjoy watching them perform and they are funny.  They also 
contribute to many humanitarian causes. 
Journals will be collected in the first 10 minutes of class on Friday 
c. PARTICIPATION POINTS/CLASSWORK (20% Total Grade)  
Students are awarded points for participation and completion of classwork.  
d. TESTS/QUIZZES (10% Total Grade)  

There will be periodic assessments of material presented.   
 
Mid-Term Exam (30% of Semester 1 Grade) and Final Exam (30% Final Grade)  
Letter grades will be awarded in keeping with the guide of Charlotte County Public Schools.  
A: 90 – 100% B: 80 – 89% C: 70 – 79% D: 60 – 69% F: 59% or below 
 
Make up work: Students are responsible for making up work that is missed when absent or tardy.  It is the student’s responsibility 
to collect his/her makeup work.  Assignments missed during an UNEXCUSED absence will be entered in the gradebook as a zero 
until completed.  Late assignments or work turned in after an unexcused absence will lose 10% per day (up to 30%). In general, you 
have two days to complete work after an EXCUSED absence. Students who are concerned with their progress should check Focus 
regularly for the most up-to-date grade information. 

**Disclaimer: Due to the nature of the class, changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time  

during the year.** 

 



Student Signature Form  

 

Name (print) _________________________________________________________  

I am aware of requirements for this course and take it as my responsibility to complete them. If I do not understand any of the 

requirements for this course, I will ask Mrs. Ballard-Richardson for further explanation. I am excited to be in Theatre and have chosen 

this class because I have an interest in theatre production. I will make choices that are responsible and respectful to my fellow 

performers and be a positive energy in class. I will push myself creatively and use my imagination actively.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Student Signature  

 

Parent Signature and Information Form  

Parent/Guardian Name (print) __________________________________________________________  

Circle one: Mother  Father   Other   Guardian  

Phone number _______________________________________________________ Home or Work or Cell 

Phone number _______________________________________________________ Home or Work or Cell  

Email ________________________________________________________________________  

I prefer to be contacted through (circle one):  home phone  work phone  cell phone email  

 

I have read thorough my child’s Theatre Syllabus and understand that this course requires my child to participate in class performances, 

to memorize materials for acting.  I am also aware of how my child will be graded and what the general material requirements are for this 

course.  

______________________________________  

Parent Signature         

Media Release 

For the school year 2020-2021 

Reporters and photographers from news outlets such as newspapers and television stations occasionally visit schools to photograph, 

videotape, and/or interview students for stories about productions. School staff and volunteers also may photograph, videotape and/or 

interview students for school newsletters or websites. Images of students also may be transmitted during virtual classroom instruction. 

Those images may be widely distributed by public or school media through the internet.  Permission to publish a student’s photograph or 

interview also includes permission to identify the student by name, school grade level and/or age and to describe the school activity in 

which the student was engaged when the image or comment was recorded. Because school publications such as newsletters, yearbooks, 

and arts and athletic programs are routinely posted on websites, parent permission must be granted for students to appear in those 

publications.  

If you agree to allow your child to be photographed, videotaped, interviewed and identified in public and school media, check the “YES” 

box. If you do not agree to allow your child to be photographed, videotaped, interviewed and identified in public and school media, check 

the “NO” box.  

 YES  

 NO 

 Parent/Guardian Signature _______________________________________________________________ 



Theatre Privileges Contract 

The Lemon Bay High School Performing Arts Center has many areas that are utilized by students in the Theatre and Tech Theatre 

classes. During class time, students may use the lower level house area of the theatre for their meeting space. All other areas should 

be used by students with permission only. These include: the stage, lobby, shop, second level house, dressing rooms, tech booth, 

theatre office, catwalks, etc. Parents need to be aware that students enrolled in some classes may be using power tools such as 

cordless drills, various saws, pneumatic nail guns as well as working with paints and adhesive products. Students are instructed on 

safety precautions and provided with safety glasses and breathing masks. Below is a list of the theatre safety rules. If the rules and/or 

safety precautions are broken the school will not be held responsible. Students who break rules and do not follow instructions may 

find their shop privileges suspended and/or referred to the administration for discipline. The following should be considered as 

guidelines for working in the Theatre Shop areas. They have been written and are enforced for your safety, and as such should be 

followed at all times. If you have any questions regarding the safe operation of any tool or method of construction, please feel free to 

ask Mrs. Ballard-Richardson or other technical theatre staff.  

You are responsible to know and understand all of the following:  

1. All persons working in the shops shall be properly attired. Closed-toed shoes must be worn to provide sufficient sole and 

toe protection. Also, long hair is to be tied back to avoid any chance of getting it caught in moving machinery. Dangling 

necklaces or large rings, long loose scarves or loose sleeves should not be worn in the shop as they may become entangled 

in moving machinery. 

2. The Scene Shop is an eye protection area. In general, when operating any power tool, safety glasses are to be worn.  

3. Every attempt should be made to keep your work area clean and organized. This means periodically sweeping up 

excessive waste and returning unnecessary tools to their proper places.  

4. Any time that you have a problem with any tool or machine, bring it to the attention of the teacher so they may assist 

you. Never attempt to repair or adjust any machines. If a machine or tool is accidentally damaged, bring it to the attention 

of the Teacher. Please do not try to hide or cover up any damages.  

5. Before operating any power tools, make sure all allen wrenches, chuck keys or other foreign materials are clear of the 

machine's work area.  

6. Always make sure that all power tools are turned off and the electrical power disconnected before leaving the machine. 

Never leave an unattended machine running, even for "one second". 

7. Always unplug or disconnect from power all power tools before changing blades, bits, or attachments. 

 8. IF YOU DON'T KNOW - ASK! There is no such thing as a dumb question, only dumb mistakes and injuries. 

 9. Students shall not use equipment which they have not been properly trained to operate.  

10. Horseplay of any kind is not permitted and will result in a reduction or suspension of shop privileges.  

______________________________   _________________  

Parent/Guardian Signature    Date 

______________________________   ______________________________  

Student Print Name                        Student Signature 

 

   Theatre Teacher Signature 


